ernments and the regulatory community, should treat them very seriously indeed. I recommend that readers of ATLA buy this book, which is currently being reviewed for us by a very good statistician.
The second book, published in the UK and entitled Bad Thoughts, 2 is a guide to clear thinking by a philosopher, Jamie Whyte, "who [its cover states] exposes respectable bigots, priests and politicians in his guide to spotting bogus reasoning". It deals with a whole list of fascinating topics and examples, including the "authority fallacy", transferred experience, "prejudice in fancy dress", "shut up!", empty words, weasel words, hooray words, motives, "right to your opinion", inconsistency, equivocation, begging the question, coincidence, "shocking statistics", and "morality fever". I hope this list will persuade many ATLA readers to buy this book, too, since much of what is said is chillingly reminiscent of what we have to struggle against in our attempts to achieve a better world, not least in relation to animal experimentation and the Three Rs.
I cannot resist an aside here. I bought what I thought was another book by Jamie Whyte, entitled Crimes Against Logic, 3 only to discover that it was the same as Bad Thoughts, but published in the USA and with the chapters in a different order. I could not help wondering whether the author had come to realise that the ordering of the chapters in the original UK edition had led to some kind of crime against logic, which had had to be corrected in the new edition.
Having said that, I added that I hoped that Rodger and the IIVS, in common with many, many others, would also take the lessons of Bad Thoughts (or Crimes Against Logic) on board. However, I then had to say that I could not present him with the third book, not yet, at least, since I had not yet read it and couldn't be sure of its relevance to the dilemmas which face us in our particular world. I have now had the opportunity to read Why Truth Matters, 4 by Ophelia Benson and Jeremy Stangroom, and I am totally convinced that it lives up to its claim to be "a timely, incisive and entertaining look at how and why modern thought and culture lost sight of the importance of truth", and that it presents "an eloquent and inspiring argument for restoring truth to its rightful place". 5 The core of the argument is emphasised in these shockingly thought-provoking words:
Editorial Animal Experimentation and the Three Rs: Why Truth Matters
Truth is evaded or concealed when it is inconvenient, criminalized when it is 'insulting', denied when it contradicts religious beliefs, tampered with when it is in conflict with ethnic or national selfesteem, ignored when it is irritating to the powerful. Truth is always potentially a stumbling-block, because it is of the nature of truth that it is what it is, regardless of anyone's wishes. However, because it is the case that it is what it is, in the long-run it is generally better to heed it than to ignore it: sooner or later the waves will hit the shore, and it is as well to be prepared.
Given the force of that argument, do we not all have a duty to strive to identify, accept, face up to and tell the truth? Why Truth Matters seeks to help us to deal with the many unavoidable difficulties and dilemmas to be confronted in trying to live up to this ideal? It is not as easy a read as the other two books are, but taking heed of the messages conveyed by all three of them is, to me, an inescapable consequence of reading them. This, in turn, leads to two important considerations of relevance to our world of animals, alternatives and testing.
Firstly, is it not time that the truth were identified, accepted, and faced up to about the real value of animal experiments and alternative methods as a means of understanding and dealing with human diseases and the risks of exposure to chemicals and products of various kinds? To give a few specific examples: Can the current regulatory reproductive toxicity tests really be used to identify human teratogens? Can the rodent bioassay reliably be used to identify human carcinogens? Can the Draize eye irritancy test provide essential information about hazard to human eyes (or even to rabbit eyes)? Can animal tests be relied on to identify the potential toxicity to humans of new pharmaceuticals? Does testing in a rodent species and in a non-rodent species improve the prediction of potential human toxicity? To what extent has the cancer research of the last 50 years reduced human suffering? Will experiments on primates really lead to the elimination of all the major diseases now confronting humans, and how long will it take? Are animal experiments sufficiently well-designed and conducted, and the data they provide sufficiently wellanalysed, for the conclusions drawn from them to be a reliable basis for action (or inaction)? Do we have effective and sufficiently independent and unbiased systems in place for determining which non-animal procedures really are reliable and relevant for their stated purposes, and for the scientific and regulatory acceptance of those that are?
Secondly, who can be expected to have the courage, or to be able to afford, to tell the truth? This can mean facing up to the consequences of acting, or seeming to act, against the interests of others, be they individuals occupying more senior positions in a hierarchy, the executives and shareholders of a company, customers providing work essential to the well-being, or even the existence, of an institution, or those whose charitable donations are a life-line. Thus, to what extent should we, as individuals, be expected to say what these others want to have said or to tell them what they ought to hear?
To speak out with total honesty can involve various serious risks. However, there is strength in numbers, and one of the great things about our world is its international network of effective collaborations and the opportunities for mutual benefit and support, which have been built up over the last few decades. Therefore, in the firm belief that globalisation affects not only commerce and environmental protection, but also our own domain, I urge ECVAM, FRAME, the IIVS, and all other organisations with a genuine commitment to good science in the service of both human welfare and animal welfare, to work together and use our network to discover, and then to tell, the truth.
Getting hold of these three books would be a good place to begin, always bearing in mind the truth that "tests offer knowledge, not wisdom". 6 Michael Balls FRAME Russell & Burch House 96-98 North Sherwood Street Nottingham NG1 4EE UK E-mail: michael.balls@btopenworld.com
